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Dakhan Tricolour Pied Flat: new
distribution record for Rajasthan, Indi

The Tricolour Pied Flat Coladenia indrani (Moore, 1866), is a butterfly of subfamily ”

Pyrginae of family Hesperiidae (family of skippers). It is a medium-sized butterfly

{ with a wingspan of 40-46 mm. Its dry season form is deep orange with

W marginal spots while the wet season has uniform colour with ochreous
r forewing has large semitransparent spots and a marginal row of yellow
ts. Dark spots on upper hindwing separate and prominent and under
prominent basal black spots (Evans 1927; Kehimkar 2014). Itis
subspecies in India. Coladenia indrani indrani
(Moore, 1866) (Himachal Pradesh to northeastern
vy India excluding Manipur); Coladenia indrani

uposathra (Fruhstorfer, 1911) (Manipur)
Coladenia indrani indra (Evans, 1!

t j (Gujarat eastwards to West
"4 southwards to Kerala; Evans 1
hney & Smetacek 2016). The

d to stay on wings from May to

6)
nd

%al is a dehyan gorge

gorge'sit Ted in Bhilwara District of Rajasthan. On o
" o0f8 to‘!&al Gorge (25.2341°N & 75.2399°F), we clicked
from the g botto/“ |
‘|de{1t|f|e

igh waterfall in the

Makhania Jamun Syzygium heyneanum, Umara Ficus glomerata, k
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Bhilwara

Location of Menal waterfall.

philippensis, and Khajoor
Phoenix sylvestris. Among
the vegetation present on the
slope of the gorge are Dhauk
Anogeissus pendula, Kadaya
Sterculia urens, Tendu
Diospyros melanoxylon, Kala
Sirus Albizia odoratissima,
Lampan Bridelia retusa,
Amaltash Cassia fistula, and
Kali Syali Grewia flavescens.

Trees of Mallotus philippensis
and Grewia sp. are
preferential host plants of
Tricolour Pied Flat (Kehimkar
2014). The climate of

the area is semi-dry type.
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Rainwater from the highland
takes shape of a stream

and falls as a waterfall in the
gorge. The presence of water
near the waterfall and shady
trees maintain high moisture
in the gorge in dry season
too.

Distribution of the Dakhan
Tricolour Pied Flat in
Rajasthan has not been
recorded previously (Palot

& Soniya 2001; Kehimkar
2014; Sharma 2014;
Kulshrestha & Jain 2016; Saji
et al. 2020). This is widely
distributed in the neighboring
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state of Madhya Pradesh.
The immediate location

in Madhya Pradesh from
which this butterfly had been
reported was Bhopal (Harsh
2014), having aerial distance
of 305 km from Menal
Gorge. The butterfly would
have reached Menal Gorge
through the dry deciduous
forests distributed in Madhya
Pradesh and eastern and
southern Rajasthan. The
suitable climate, habitat and
favourable vegetation may
have attracted the butterfly to
the gorge.

This is the first observation of
Dakhan Tricolour Pied Flat in
Rajasthan and addition to the
butterfly fauna of Rajasthan
also. Authors are further
studying to know its possible
geographical range extension
in Rajasthan.
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