Studies on the ecology of the Raft Spider Dolomedes fimbriatus....
sides of the aquarium. The entire body was reduced to a ball of
undigested material. Mafham and Mafham (1983) reported that the
strong jaws and potent venom can rapidly overcome vertebrate prey,
which is effectively digested by the spider’s juices. Mafham and
Mafham (l983) have also reported that some fisher spiders actually
attract prey within reach by sitting on a floating leaf in the normal
way with their legs dabbling gently in the water. Like the wriggling
of an angler’s worm, the movements attract small fishes where the
spider can pounce on them using the excellent eyesight it has. The
egg sac is white and carried by means of chelicerae (Figure 3). We
observed the spider diving into the water along with the egg sac but
after the formation of the egg sac, the forays into water were not so
common. Just before hatching, a loose web at the edge of the
aquarium was constructed. The spiderlings which hatched out
remained for two days in the web before dispersing. Dispersal was
by ballooning as in the case of other species.
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Figure 1. Dolomedes fimbriatus under water on roots of Pistia sp.
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Table 1. Time taken by Dolomedes fimbriatus to remain sub-merged

Day
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Time (Hr:Min:Sec)
0:25:02
02:45:22
0:14:06
0:19:05
05:36:25
01:16:40
0:40:36
0:33:27
0:27:32
0:42: 12

Figure 2. Dolomedes fimbriatus adult female on a floating leaf

Figure 1. Dolomedes fimbriatus female with egg sac on Pistia sp.
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