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Table: 1. Results of dolphin oil and shark liver oil in Dhubri (Assam) for catching fishes.

Dolphin oil

Crude Shark liver oil

Experiment number

1

2

3

4

5

6

Oil used (kg)

1

1

1

1

1

1

No. of fishes obtained/hr.

30

21

22

42

32

38

Average weight of the
fishes obtained (g)

45

50

55

50

45

55

Length of fishes (cm)

15-32

15-34

18-35

15-30

12-32

12-35

Cost of 1kg of oil (Rs.)

70

70

70

25

25

25

them.
Fishing was conducted from 1130 to 1230 in Dhubri on 28.10.94 at a
depth of 4-7m . The results were encouraging. The fishermen with
shark liver oil obtained 42, 32 and 38 numbers of C. garua in one hour
where as the units with dolphin oil could get 30, 21 and 22 numbers of
the fishes (Table 1).
Follow-up action
As the trials with shark liver oil was found to be successful, about 200
kg of shark liver oil was distributed at a rate ofRs. 25/ kg. to the fishermen of South Salmara, Dhubri and Goalpura in Assam. The feed back
received indicated that the fishermen got about 6 kg. of fish for every 1
kg. of shark liver oil as compared to 4-5 kg. of fish got using river
dolphin oil (Table 1). Ganges River Dolphin is included in the Schedule
I of Indian Wildlife Protection Act (1972). It is illegal to use the dolphin
oil for fishery. The Act prohibits use of any part of the animals mentioned under Schedule I. The river dolphin protection committees are
creating awareness among the fishermen, not to use dolphin oil but to
use other oils such as shark liver oil or rape-seed oil. (Mohan, 1996c,
1996d).
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Conclusion
If the shark liver oil can be provided to the fishermen of Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers for the
preparation of bait, they will not use dolphin oil.
Further they cannot complain that their livelihood
is affected if the use of dolphin oil for fishing is
stopped. It is time that very strong action is taken
to protect the river dolphins before it is too late.
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Figure 1. A fishing unit of bait fishery in Brahmaputra (Dhubri) with river dolphin meat
tied to a pole.... a fisherman sprinkling the bait.
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