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SOME EARTHWORM SPECIES
INHABITING PUNJAB

S.K. Batish and Neena Dhiman

Department of Zoology, Punjab Agricultural University,
Ludhiana, Punjab 141001, India.

The published work on terrestrial oligochaetes of India
includes short publications as well as work on
comprehensive fauna.  Indian earthworms have been
reviewed and well documented by Stephenson (1923,
1930) and Julka (1988).

We collected earthworms regularly from gardens,
fields, orchards and catchment areas of aquatic bodies
spread over different districts of Punjab between
March 1999 and July 2000.  Live worms were brought
to the laboratory for identification.  For diagnostic
taxonomic characters, they were dissected after
narcotizing in 30% alcohol and preserving in 10%
formalin.  The anatomical details were examined under
a dissecting binocular and compound microscope.

The species identified are given in Table 1 along with
the information regarding important taxonomic
characters of each species.  The habitat of their
occurrence and date of collection for each species is
also given.
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