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PUNE, MAHARASTRA
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Acanthophorus serraticornis (Oliv.) the largest beetle known from
Indiawas collected in Pune recently. The beetle was identified with
the help of the Fauna of British India volume on “Cerambycidag’
(Gahan, 1906). Detaled morphol ogicd festuresof theinsect aregiven
by Gahan (1906) hence, not reiterated here. Some pertinent
observations and morphometrical data given as only length and
breadth are provided by Gahan (1906) inwhich thebeetlesaresaidto
be varidble in Sze and that the length varies from 53 to 92mm and
breadth from 17 to 28mm. The maesare said to belarger, and with
more powerful mandibles, thanfemaes. Somemaesare however of
thesame sizeasthat of thefemdes.

The beetle was previoudy recorded from Madras, Mysore and
Trivandrum (Gahan, 1906). Both Stebbing (1914) and Beeson (1941)
havegivenafew additiond commentsonthisspecies. Beeson (1941)
givesalist of hogt plants (Bombax malabaricum, Mangiferaindica,
Morus alba and Shorea robusta) affected and dso mentions that
“|larvae feed on decaying rootsof largetreesand et intervasleavethe
wood and trave through the sail dongsde...when fully formed, it
congructsalarge ovd cdl of earth and fibers of wood,...inwhich it
pases the cold weether... pupating about April...beetles are on the
winginApril to September”. However, accordingto Stebbing (1914),
‘in Chota Nagpur, the insects are on wing in June...egg laying is
probably around July-August ...grubs feed in the tree throughout
the remaining period from July onwards. In Pune aso the A.
serraticorniswas collected in June. Unfortunately, the host plant in
Pune is unknown.

Theauthorsare not aware of any subsequent published record, either
from Maharashtraor from any other part of India, hence this report.
According to Gahan (1906) there are two more species of
Acanthophorus, namdy A. rugiceps and A. modicus; the former is
doubtfully recorded from Bombay (Presidency?) while the latter is
knownfromLahore.

Acanthophorusserraticornis(Oliv.)

Materia examined

Male, vi.2002, Bhugaon (on Pune-Paud Road), Pune, Maharashtra,
call. Milind Gambhir, Zoology Department, Modern College.

Diagnogticfeatures

Totd length (induding mandibles): 115mm. Mandibles 21.0mm, longer
than head, ventrdly fla, laterdly somewhat compressed and with a
digtinct dorsa carina, left mandiblelarger thanright, right mandiblewith
three teeth (proximd two large and dose to each other than the digd)
andleft mandiblewithtwotesth. Mandibular surfacewithfinepunctures
Tuft of hairsat the base of mandible on ether sde of themidline.

Heedlength (at thebaseof themandible): 15.5mm. Head breadthat the
levd of the eyes 18.0mm. Behind the eye region, head more closdly
punctured and with large number of tawny hairs. Eyeslarge, verticaly
dongate, seenfrom dorsd aswell asfromtheventrd Sdewith prominent
upra-orbita ridge.

Antennae 12 jointed, inserted in front of the eye, with first two basd
jointslighter, firgt four joints more rough due to punctures, remaining
jointssmooth. Frgt antennd joint stout, 4.5 mmlong, retjointsdender.
Each antennd joint, from second joint onwards, with an apical pine-
like or dentiform process on the outer Sde. These processes become
progressvely longer until seventhjoint, 12" joint without aspine (totd
length of antenna: gpprox. 69 mm). Theareaof the head, betweenthe
eyes and the antennae, shining and with a deep longitudind sulcus.
Pronotum transverse, 11.0mm long, 26.5mmwide (a thetip of longest
prothoracic spine), with tawny or reddish-brown hairs on the anterior
and pogterior borders. These hairs horizontally extend towards heed.
Mid dorsd areashining, and with few punctures, whilethe laterd area
with many punctures and hairs extending to the dorso-laterd region.
Latera border with three spines with the middie spine the longest.
Scutellum tongue-shaped, closaly punctured, with dight median
depression. Basd hdf of the scutdlum covered with yellow brown
hairs. Elytravery long, overal dull and leathery in gopearance, colour
degpbrown. Elytrad breadth, & humerd angles, 27mm. Maximumwidth
of the body (in the middie): 30.0mm, thereafter gradualy decressing.
Individud dytramaximumbreecth: 15mm, maximumlength: 61mm (from
the base of the scutellum to the apex).

Legs-foreandmidfemur: 18.5mm, hindfemur: 21.0mm. Foretibiae(to
thetip of the spine, ventraly): 20.0mm, mid tibiae: 20.5mm and hind
tibiae: 24.0mm. Eachtibiawithtwointerna apicd spines. Foretarsus
withdaw: 12.5mm; midtarsuswithdaw: 13.0mm; hindtarsuswithdaw:
14.0mm. All legsegmentswithfinepuncturesand slvery ingppearance.

Fveabdomind segmentsvisblefromtheventra sde. Sparsehairson
the abdominad segments. Termina abdomina segment aswdl asthe
laterd Sdeof dl sternacovered with thick brown hairs.
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