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Figures 1-18. Gnathal appendages in Oribatid Mites. Scale = 2.5cm
1 - Infracapitulum of C. dendrisetosus; 2 - Chelicera of C. dendrisetosus; 3 - Infracapitulum of P. malabarica;

4 - Chelicera of P. malabarica; 5 - Pedipalp of P. malabarica; 6 - Infracapitulum of A. pantotrema; 7 - Chelicera of
A. pantotrema; 8 - Pedipalp of A. pantotrema; 9 - Infracapitulum of A. giganticus; 10 - Chelicera of

A. giganticus; 11 - Infracapitulum of A. longisetosus; 12 - Chelicera of A. longisetosus
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Table 1. Gut content analysis of oribatid mites collected from the field

+  low amount; ++  high amount; +++  very high amount; -  absence

S.No Species Studied               Types of food identified Remark
Leaf Wood Fungal hyphae/spores

1. Apoplophora pantotrema Berlese, 1913 - - ++ Microphytophage
2. Cryptacarus dendrisetosus Bhatacharya et al., 1974 ++ + - Macrophytophage
3. Allonothrus giganticus Haq, 1978 + - + Panphytopahage
4. Archegozetes longisetosus Aoki, 1965 ++ - + Panphytopahage
5. Pelokylla malabarica Clement and Haq, 1982 - - +++ Microphytophage
6. Scheloribates decarinatus Aoki, 1984 ++ - ++ Panphytopahage
7. Xylobates seminudus Hammer, 1972 + ++ ++ Panphytopahage
8. Galumna flabellifera Aoki, 1965 + - ++ Panphytopahage

Figures 13-18. Gnathal appendages in Oribatid Mites.
Scale = 2.5cm

13 - Infracapitulum of S. decarinatus; 14 - Chelicera of
S. decarinatus; 15 - Infracapitulum of X. seminudus;

16 - Chelicera of X. seminudus; 17 - Infracapitulum of
G. flabellifera; 18 - Chelicera of G. flabellifera
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