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Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel Dremomys lokriah
(Hodgson, 1836) is a medium sized forest squirrel with a head
to body length of 200mm and tail length of 220mm. The
dorsal coat is dark rufous brown speckled with yellowish-
brown, while the ventral side is orange, varying from pale to
rusty red (Prater, 1971; Menon, 2003).

Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel Dremomys lokriah is
distributed from central Nepal east to Salween river, Tibet
(China), northern Myanmar, Bhutan and mountains of eastern
India (Prater, 1971; Corbet & Hill, 1992; Hoffmann et al., 1993;
Menon, 2003). Reza Khan's (1982; 1985) publications on
‘Bangladesh Mammals’ do not mention the Orange-bellied
Himalayan Squirrel Dremomys lokriah in Bangladesh. However,
a very recent publication on the Status of South Asian Non-
volant Small Mammals by Molur et al. (2005) gives the global
distribution of the species as Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India,
Myanmar and Nepal. This is based on a single sighting of the
species by Sanjay Molur in 2002 from Lawachara National
Park in Bangladesh.

On 1 June 2006 during the course of a study visit to
Lawachara National Park (24°19.7'N-91°47.2'E) (Fig. 1) at an
altitude of 46m we sighted two individuals of Orange-bellied
Himalayan Squirrel Dremomys lokriak (Image 2V). The habitat
is tropical evergreen or semievergreen forest, consisting of
natural and planted tree species in an old natural forest area.
Dominant tree species are Dipterocarpus turbinatus, Artocarpus
spp., Tectona grandis, Dillenia pentagyna etc. (Nishorgo Support
Project, 2006). During a Hoolock Gibbon census between May
and July the second author regularly sighted Drenomys lokriah
throughout Lawachara in areas with mixed tall vegetation.

The present sighting is of significance since it confirms
beyond doubt and with photograph the earlier record by Molur
et al. (2005). The Orange-bellied Himalayan Squirrel is a
Near Threatened species in South Asia based on the [UCN
Red List Criteria and Categories (Version 8.1) and the IUCN
Red List Regional Guidelines (Version 8.0) according to
Conservation Assessment Management Plan Workshop (Molur
et al., 2005). This status has been arrived at taking into account
the restricted extent of occurrence and area of occupancy within
Bangladesh, with major threats affecting habitat area and
quality in Bangladesh. However, the national status of this
species for Bangladesh is downlisted from Vulnerable
(B1ab(iii)+2ab(iii)) to Near Threatened since it is found in the
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Figure 1. Location of Lawachara National Park, Bangladesh

neighbouring parts of India with the situation slightly better
and because of the possibility of recolonization.
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